
 
 

Text Annotation: 
 
As you read Plagues and Peoples by William McNeill, use the codes described below to annotate the text.  This is due in 
class tomorrow. 
 

1. Highlight key terms and underline their definitions. 
2. Circle unfamiliar words and define them in the right margin 
3. Note the topic of each paragraph and the author’s argument (what she is attempting to prove) in the left margin 
4. List the main topics/arguments of the text at the end or on the back.  Number or color-code each of these.  
5. Code the text with the numbers/colors in step four by writing them next to the lines where key information for 

each topic/argument is discussed.  
6. In the top right corner on the first page write a short summary of the text, no more than 10 words. 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 


